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Nicaragua Expels U.S. Ambassador
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, July 13, 1988
On July 11, the Nicaraguan government ordered US Ambassador Richard Melton and seven
other US diplomats to leave the country within 72 hours. Foreign Minister Rev. Miguel d'Escoto
Brockmann said the US Embassy had been interfering in Nicaragua's internal affairs. This
interference, according to the foreign minister, took the form of the ambassador's encouragement
to the opposition toward dissolving the existing government and the creation of a "national
salvation government" to replace it. D'Escoto said Melton was connected to a plot to destabilize
the Nicaraguan government, including the creation of an incident in Nandaime, Nicaragua, on July
10 which was reportedly orchestrated by the US Embassy. Two embassy vehicles were observed
at the site, and an anti-government protest march was attended by three US congressional aides
and two US embassy officials. In a letter to Secretary of State George Shultz presented to Melton,
d'Escoto said the ambassador represented "the Reagan government's total disregard of the most
elemental norms of international coexistence." (See letter below.) Melton received notice of his
expulsion in a brief encounter with the Foreign Minister late on Monday. After meeting with the
ambassador, d'Escoto said: "Mr. Melton said this was a strong measure. We told him it was nothing
compared to the systematic policy of murder and terror that Mr. Reagan's government has carried
out against Nicaragua... "We have been very patient with various diplomatic missions, but this man
has totally surpassed our ability to tolerate his acts," he added. In an interview with the New York
Times, Interior Minister Tomas Borge, a member of the Sandinista National Directorate, said that
"the American Embassy here has been more and more open in violating the norms of relations
between countries. It is directing and financing a series of destabilizing acts." Later, d'Escoto
described Melton as a "robot of the maniacal [Asst. Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs
Elliott] Abrams." Melton assumed the ambassadorship on May 4 this year. He has had more direct
contacts with Nicaragua's political opposition parties than did his predecessor, Harry E. Bergold, Jr.
Bergold often talked to the opposition, but did so in an unobtrusive manner, so the government's
adversaries would not be criticized as US puppets. In contrast to the three other US ambassadors
sent to Nicaragua since the Sandinistas came to power in 1979, Melton has not maintained regular
contact with Sandinista leaders. He was an aide to Abrams. An unnamed opposition leader told
the New York Times: "The previous ambassadors were not so passionate. They were trying to
see if it was possible to build a relationship with the Sandinistas. Melton came with the idea
that no accommodation was possible. His relationship was only with the opposition." On July
12, in response to reporters' questions, d'Escoto called the Reagan administration "essentially
irrational," and said he could not predict how it might react to this week's events. The foreign
minister condemned opposition groups he said were working at the service of the US Embassy:
"It is sad and unfortunate that these lackeys, these morally weak people, have lent themselves to
the interests of the United States. They are true moral catastrophes, pathetic people who adjust
their conduct to that of the United States Embassy." In Manila on July 12, Secretary of State George
Shultz described the Nicaraguan government's action as an "absolute outrage." In Washington,
State Department spokesperson Anne Oakley said the expulsion of the eight diplomats would leave
about 20 diplomats at the US Embassy in Managua. According to Oakley, the expulsions "will have
a major effect on our embassy," removing all the officers who report on economic and political
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developments in Nicaragua. (Basic data from AP, AFP, Prensa Latina, Nicaragua Network, 07/11/88;
New York Times, 07/12/88, 07/13/88)
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